September 9, 2004

Atkinson Foundation appoints new Coordinator of Communications and Outreach

The Atkinson Charitable Foundation is pleased to announce the appointment of Pedro Barata to the position of Communications and Outreach Coordinator.  This new position will reinforce and energize the Foundation’s work with its partners 

to generate key public policy ideas and dialogue, and effect progressive change.

Pedro is an accomplished advocate, organizer, researcher, and communicator in the areas of family policy and income security.  He joins the Atkinson Foundation following five years of dynamic and successful work with the Family Service Association of 

Toronto (FSA) and Campaign 2000.

Most recently at FSA, Pedro coordinated the Prospects for Young Families Project, as the Atkinson Intern in Social Reform at FSA.  Pedro has also been a leading force behind Campaign 2000, a cross-Canada movement to eliminate child poverty in Canada.  The Campaign is widely recognized for its innovative strategies to build and sustain cross-Canada partnerships and its effective use of monitoring tools such as report cards to engage the public, media and decision makers in progressive directions for policy 

change.

Pedro has extensive volunteer involvement with national, provincial and 

local organizations dedicated to social justice and inclusion.  He holds a Masters of Social Work Degree, with a focus on social policy and community development, from the University of Toronto and a Sociology degree from York University.  While at the Faculty of Social Work, Pedro completed student practicum with the Workfare Watch Project of the Community Social Planning Council and the Access and Equity Centre of the City of Toronto.

In order to ensure a smooth transition from his important work at Campaign 2000, Pedro will start work with the Foundation on a part time basis beginning October 1, 2004 and be on board full time, on January 1, 2005.  Given the importance of Campaign 2000, it is also likely that Pedro will continue to be available informally for this critical effort to eliminate child poverty in Canada.

The Foundation is confident that Pedro's addition to the Atkinson team will help us further our efforts towards greater social and economic justice in the tradition of Joseph E. Atkinson, the Foundation’s founder.

