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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE GATEHOUSE EARNS $50,000 AWARD FOR HELPING ABUSED CHILDREN AND ASSISTING POLICE INVESTIGATIONS 

TORONTO- September 27, 2003 – Awarding its work helping sexually abused children , the Atkinson Charitable Foundation today presented a major award to the Gatehouse, a Toronto support center that provides a safe and comfortable setting for criminal investigations to take place.

The $50,000 award, the largest of its kind in Canada, was made today by Atkinson Charitable Foundation trustees Betsy Atkinson Murray and Peter Armstrong, following The Gatehouse’s sixth annual 5K fundraising run. The Atkinson Charitable Foundation gives the award every year in memory of Ruth Atkinson Hindmarsh, who served as president of the foundation until her death in 1994. 

“Mrs. Hindmarsh would be thrilled to see this award presented to the Gatehouse for its outstanding and sensitive work with vulnerable children,” said Betsy Atkinson Murray, Mrs. Hindmarsh’s niece. “The Gatehouse provides two very different but equally effective services. With gentleness and care it supports children after a terrible experience, and with utmost professionalism it also assists police,” said Peter Armstrong.  

Since it was established in 1998, The Gatehouse has supported over 3,000 people affected by child abuse.  The centerpiece of its program is a state of the art video taping facility tucked away inside a cozy living room of a century old house near the lakeshore.  The facility, full of teddy bears and toys, offers a much more comfortable setting than a police station for gathering information immediately following sexual abuse.

“The difference is astounding,” says Detective Constable Jason Leitch who frequently uses The Gatehouse for his investigations.  “A police station can be sterile and intimidating but at the Gatehouse we are able to have more casual conversations and gather details with much less trauma to the child.”

In addition to providing a comfortable setting for police interviews, Gatehouse staff and volunteers  ensure children and their families receive other kinds of support.  “After the traumatic experience of abuse, we try to help the family navigate through the police investigation and the social service system with as little stress as possible,” said Tammy Hepditch, The Gatehouse’s Development Director.

The Gatehouse program is the only one of its kind in Canada; no other communities have access to its unique interview facilities.   Board and Staff hope to use funds from the Ruth Atkinson Hindmarsh award to assist in expanding the program to other areas.  Plans are already in the works for another pilot project in Scarborough to begin next year. “We know the effectiveness of this model,” said Hepditch.  “It’s an excellent tool to deal with a terrible problem.  We hope many other communities can benefit from it soon.”

For more information on The Gatehouse visit: www.thegatehouse.org or call Tammy Hepditch at 416-255-5900.For information on The Ruth Atkinson Hindmarsh Award visit: http://atkinsonfoundation.ca or call Charles Pascal at 416-368-5152.  For interview with police call Detective Constable Jason Leitch at 416-808-1205

